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One spring, a few years before | converted to Eastern Orthodoxy, my wife and | vacationed in Greece. On the plane we became
friendly with a happy elderly GreekAmerican gentleman who told us excitedly that he was on a pilgrimage to the Holy Mountain
(the monastic polity ofMount Athos) for Pascha.

oPascha?06 | asked. oOWhat ds Pascha?bd

The man chuckled and said, oOYou know it as Eaditér. ®nkdev tPhan
by which the entire human race passes from slavery to freedomunderChtisshoul d repl ace OEaster 6 asc
celebration of Christds Resurrection.

| am not terribly concerned by what it is called, but now that | am Orthodox, | understand why our airplane companion waddil
with such eager anticipation. The Paschal Feast is the Orth

I remember my first clearly: The experience was stunning. | had never participated in such an exuberant and joyful churahgit

Part of the punch comes from the length and rigor of preparation we undergo prior to the celebration. By the time the gregt d

arrives, Orthodox Christians have engaged in a nesegan fast for the fortynine combined days of Lent, Palm Sunday weekend,

and Holy Week. Many of us have also attended many mournful Lenten and lengthy Holy Week services, setting the table nicely
for a dramatic switch in tone as we finally reach the O0Feas

We begin the Pascha celebration a little before midnight, as most parishes do, with the chanting of the Midnight Office. yan,
the church is darkenedl a single candle on the altar provides the only illuminatiadi which the priest uses to light candles heldyb
altar servers. They, in turn, enter the sanctuary lighting those held by parishioners. Soon, the church is filled with wanuh glori-
ous light. It is almost as if the modern world has faded away.

The Paschal Matins immediately follows. Practices vary, but the congregation, carrying candles, banners, or icons, leavesatize
tuary and processes around the church singing. In some parishes, the doors of the church will be closed upon the returnedpen
only after the priest reads the Gospel account of the empty
your heads, O gates! And be exalted, you everlasting door s,

We pour back into the sanctuary, now dramatically transformed with lighted candles and decorated bounteously with flowerseTh
altar cloth and other coverings are celebratory Paschal white. Uplifted, the congregatsings

Christ is risen from the dead,
Trampling down death by death,
And on those in the tombs bestowing life!

Much of the rest of the Matins service consists of a joyful declaration of the Resurrection, the priest again and again iegtére
sanctuary from the altar, declaring: o0Christ is risen!d The

Finish reading this article at: http://www. firstthings.com and se


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Athos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrXApAfE1OQ
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Final Meeting of the Year!!
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PARISH INFOMATION

% Address:

g 901

$ " Omaha, NE 68127

Office Hours:
Mondayfi Friday:
10ami 5pm

Phone:
402-934-3688
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Street ,
Website:

www.allholyspirit.com

Email:
Church:
AHSoffice@allholyspirit.com

Fr. Alexander Lukashonok:
FrAlexander@allholyspirit.com

Services:
Each Sunday

Morning Prayers 8:45 am
Divine Liturgy 9:30 am
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2016 Stewardship List

Evan Argyrakis
Alexandra Bakke

Chris & Carole Bakke
Nicholas Bakke

William Bakke

John & Elaine Berger
Zach & Kelli Berger
John & Debbie Birge
Justin & Nicole Birge
Effie Bitsos

Paul & Dora Bitsos

Nick Bitzes

Phil & Tammy Bitzes
Matt & Alexis Boulos
Julie Bouzis

Mike Bouzis

Angie Brown

Maria Brown

Josh & Leah Busch

Joe & Litsa Carter
Karen Chader

Tom & Brenda Denich
John & Hillary Detisch
Steve & Nikki Diamantis
John & Lia Diamantis
Mary Dounias

David & Hellen Elfering
Katie Elfering

Sarah Elfering

Elias & Demetra Eliopoulos
Despina Foster

Jordan Fox

Jason Gill

Tammy Gill

Clark & Annie Gorder
Zach Hennings

Chris & Vika Hoegemeyer
Trey & Tammy Honke
Steve & Mariana Hurst
Jeff Johannesmeyer
Knox & Anastasia Jones
Adam & Sandy Karavas
Andy & Debbie Karavas
Tesfaye Kinde & Yordanos
Geberhiwet

Bob & Maria Knowles
Christina Knowels
Elaina Knowels
Vivian Kokkalas

Paul & Annie Kosel

Christopher & Emily Krampe

Mike & Sandi Kriha
Katherine Krug

John & Kathy Treantos
Sam Tsichlis

Andy Vassios

Ted Warren

Alyssa Wilger

Andrea Wilger

Peter & Stephanie Wilger
Brian & Sheila Zachariae

Harry & Dee Lahs

Bill & Cindy Lambert
Robert & Maria Laws
Ted & Helen Lazanas
Jim & Deb McDonnell
Michael McDonnell

Jon & Liz Mehuron
Cindy Miller

Mary Mitchell

Mike & Nikki Moravec
Toni & June Mourgis
Spiro & Mary Moustakes
Ashley Olson

Linda Olson

Mike & Gail Osberg

Joe & Kiki Papke

John & Laura Pavalis
William & Eva Petrides
Nick & Aphrodite Petrihos
Helen Petrow

Nick & Shelly Petrow
Nicole Petrow

Sophia Petrow
Theodora Petrow
George & Jody Poullos
George Poulos

George Pserros

David & Lisa Rakes
George & Angie Rakes
Gust & Joan Rakes
Shelly Reiling

Chris & Nadine Saklar
Bill & Joanne Sgourakis
John & Michelle Sgourakig
Anna Smith

Julie Smith

Scott & Rena Thornton

Pascha Plants

Christ is Risen

Truly, He is Risen!

A special thanks to everyone who
purchased a Geranium plant!

Plants purchased in the memory of:
John & Sofia Eliopoulos
Fred & Mildred Segelke & James & Stella Rakes

Alex, Katherina Thomas, Paul Pserros, Maria & Kosta
Pserros, & Polidoros & Demetra Demos

Patty Olson, Bev Wood, Effie Treantos, & Dora
Patrinos

Saladyga Family & Dulniawka Family
Cletus Johannesmeyer
Ray & Shaw & Leo
Louis & Elizabeth Poleway
Chris Petrow
Christopher Thornton
Samuel Managos, & Jack Moravec
James, George & Angelo
Avriel Justine Branan
Robert McDonnell, & Ret. Colonel James McDonnell
Pete Chapman & Nicoletta Skelton
Travis & George Skelton
Patrecia Poulos
Theodore & Maria Asikin
Plants purchased for family households.
Nick Bitzes Family

The Kriha Family
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